W

AT
=

"

MONG the momentous events of ail
nations, all ages and all history
stund the Lincoln-Douglas debates.
And pre-eminent In those debates
are this question asked by Abra-
ham Linceln and this answer made
by Stephen A, Douglas, August 27,
1808, at Freeport, IIL

Question.—Can the people of a
United States territory, In any law-

) ful way, against the wish of any

cliizen of the Unked States, exclude slavery from

fts Hmits prior to the formation of a siate con-
stitution?

Answer,—It matters not what way the Supreme
wourt may hereafter decide as to the abstract ques-
tion whether slavery may or may not go into a
territory under the constitution, the people ha
the lawful means to introduce It or exclude It as
they please, for the reason that slavery cannot
exist a day or an hour anywhere, unless it is

supported by local police regulations. Those po- -

lice regulations can only be established by the
local legislature; and If the people are opposed to
:slavery, they will elect representatives to that
body who will by unfriendly legislation effectually
iprevent the Introduction of It Into their midst. If,
vn the contrary, they are for it, their legislation
will favor Its extension. Hence, no matter what

the decision of the SBupreme court may be on that

abstruet question, still the right of the people to
make a Slave Terrltory or a Free Territory Is per-
fect and complete under the Nebraska bill

« These Lincoln-Douglas debates—sometimes they
are called the “Freeport Debates” because of the
monmenfous results of the foregoing question and
answer—are unique in our history. Never before
or Bince have two citizens engaged In a series of
public discussions under such remarkable circum-
#tances, While the nominal Issue was the election
of members of the Illinois state legislature, which
wus to flil the United States senatorship, for which
the two debaters were candidates, the real lssue
Was one 50 tremendous in Importance that it was
destined within a few years to plunge the country
into the greatest clvil war of all history. So Lin-
coln did not exaggerate when at Quincy, with
the prophet's vision, he spoke of the seven debates
@8 “successive acts of a drama to be enacted not
merely in the face of audiences llke this, but In
the face of the natlon and to some extent of the
face of the world.”

To be sure, the two men were old-time rivals.
They had competed in the courts, for the hand of
the same maiden and for political favors. Douglas
had become natlonally famous; Lincoln was a lo-
<l celebrity. Douglas was the leader of a great
national party ; Lincoln was an organizer of a new
and untried party. Douglas was the aggressive
creator of the polley of “popular sovereignty,”
pretending to be indifferent “whether the people
voted slavery up or voted it down.” Lincoln was
the eurnest defender of the proposition that “all
men are created free and equal” And this time
it was a contest between them for the Unlted
States genatorship from Mlinols.

But Lincoln knew—whether or not Douglas
reallzed the situation—that the contest between
them Involved more than electlon to the senate.
Thie Is wade clear In his speech of acceptance
of the nomination made by the Republican state

onvention the preceding June. Here are his Im-
mortul words, which sounded the keynote of the
whole momentous Issue which was confronting
the nation:

“If we could first know where we are, and
whither we are tending, we could better judge
what to do now, and how to do It. We are now far
into the ffth year since a pollcy was initiated
with the avowed object and confident promise of
putting an end to slavery agitation. Under the
operntion of that polley, that agitation has not
only not ceased, but has constantly augmented.
In my opinfon, it will not cease until a crisiz shall
have been reached and passed. ‘A house divided
against Itself cannot stand.’ T belleve this govern-
ment ean not endure permanently half slave and
half free. 1 do not expect the Unlon to be dis-
solved ; 1 do not expect the house to fall; but I do
expect it will cense to be divided. It will become
all one thing, or all the other, Either the op-
ponents of slavery will arrest the further spread
«of it, and place It where the public mind shall rest
fu the bellef that it is the course of ultimate ex-
ftinctlon, or its advocates will push It forward till
t shall hecome alike lawful In all the states, old
25 well as new, north as well as south,”

And Tiinols knew that this was more than a
personul and local contest between two political
rivals. Ottnwe, nlded by the rest of the state,
started off the debates In a blaze of glory. Rival
processions, the roar of cannon, a city decked with
fiugs and an énormous crowd marked the occa-
sion. Each of the debates attracted the same
great crowds. Neither party spared pains or ex.
peuse. Delegations marched In from every cross-
roads within fifty miles. Many of these processions
were & mile long., In the main parades were floats
‘besring young women representing the states of
‘the Unlon; among the Republican beauties was
usually one in mourning—Kansas—and over the

Democratic maldens floated a banner with the in-

scription, “Protect Us From Negro Husban(e.™
Finally they all assembiad before the grand-
staud; seats could be provided for comparatively
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few, and the most of the people were “‘tanding.
Democrats and Republicans were packed into a
#olld mass together, gnod-naturedly talking and
chaffing each other. Udon the stage were seated
prominent men of both parties. A chalrman and
secretary, and time ké®pers who had previously
been agreed upon, wern early in thelr seats, but
made no effort to restfain the great crowd until
after the speakers had arrived and recelved the
deafening applause of their followers.

It was a curious sight when ‘he contestants
ascended to their places om the platform—Lin-
coln was so tall and Douglas sg short, Lincoln
80 angular and Douglas so stumy, Lincoln se
spare and Douglas so compact and rotund. They
alternated In opening and closing the debates—
the opening speaker an hour, his cympetitor fol-
lowing with an hour and a half, und the opening
speaker closing with half an hour.

And the whole country realized the importance
of this local Illinols contest. It was understood
that this was not so much a contgst of men as of
principles. From the beginming 41l semblance of
@ local personal struggle vanished. The eyes of
the natlon were on the two chuympions. Every
newspaper detalled thelr speech and action, Every
speech wus published in full. Men on either side
made the arguments of their chawplon thelr own.
It was “Old Abe” and “The Little Glant” over
agaln at every cross-roads. Illinpis was the po-
litieal and moral battle-ground of the nation.

And at Freeport Lincoln made it plain that he
stood ready to sacrifice the senatorship In order
to advance the antl-slavery cause. At the Ottawa
debate, six days before, Douglas had asked seven
questions as to Lincoln’s attitude toward the va-
rious phases of slavery and Its minagement. At
Freeport Lincoln answered these seven questions
frankly. He confessed his repugnince to slavery,
but safd he did not believe in Imi*pdiate drastie
action to abolish it. He opposad its extension.
He declared It was the duty of ccigress to pro-
hibit slavery in the territories. Au1l thei he put
in turn four questions to Douglas, of which the
second was the momentous question with the far-
reaching results.

Lincoln put this question to Dougins against the
frantic protests of his friends ané politieal ad-
visers. They told him It would cayse his defeat
and would lose him the senatorship. And Lin.
coln's reply was this:

“Gentlemen, I am killing larger gume, If Doug-
las answers, he car never be president, and the
battle of 1862 i3 worth a hundred of this™

Lincoin, as history has shown, ysas a 100 per
cent patriot and American. It Is no disparage-
ment to add that no shrewder politiclan ever ran
for office,
particular move a glance at previovs events is
necessary.

The historic “Missourl Compromise” act of 1820
prohibited slavery in the territorley north of 38
degrees, thirty minutes, latitude. This was re-
pealed and congress substituted for it Douglas’
Kansas-Nebraska act of 1854. 'This empowered
the people of the terrifories to determine for them-
selves whether or not they should have slavery.

Then ecame the “Dred Beott decision” of the
United States Supreme court In 1837. This held
that congress has exceeded Ita autbority In the
passage of the Missourl Compromise act: that
slaves were property, and that the owners of
slaves had the right to take this property Iuto
the territories and hold it there lUke any other
property, no matter what the wishes of the
of the territory In question, This decision waa
the direct opposite of the doctrine of Douglas’
Kansas-Nebrasks act. The decislor meant that
slavery could axist in Kansas, whethyr the Kansas
people were of were not willing. Moreover, §t

pened the door wide for the extenmon of slavery
est and

North,
When Lincoln ended his single term In
1849 he practically gave up politics
himself to his law practice. The
ef the Kansas-Nebraska act in 1864

To appreciate the shrewdress of this

stirred him deéply and he was soon again making
political addresses on the slavery situation. He
rnd Douglas were quickly engaged in a forensle
duel. In 1888 at the organization of the Repub-
lican party at Bloomington, Iil, Lincoln made an
impressive speech, which fixed his position as
leader of the antl-slavery forces in Illinois. Thers
was civil war In Kansas and slavery was the issue
of the day. In June of 1857 at Springfield, 1L,
Douglas made an elaborate address on the Kansas-
Nebraska act and the Dred Scott decision. Two
weeks later Lincoln made a telling reply.

Thus the two great protagonists were In fighting
array as the 1858 election of a successor to Sen-
ator Douglas drew near. Douglas was unopposed
in his own party and the Republican state conven-
tion of June 8, 1858, nominated Lincoln.

The battle was scon In full swing. Douglas
assumed the offensive and Lincoln dogged his foot-
steps. After each had made speeches Lincoln, with
his unfailing political shrewdness, challenged
Douglas to a formal debate on the questions at
issue. He wanted a chance to pin the elusive
Douglas down to facts. Douglas made the mistake
of accepting the chailenge, The terms provided
that the men should meet in seven congressional
districts—they had already spoken in the districts
in whieh Chicago and Springfleld were loecated.
The meeting places and dates were: Ottawa, Au-
gust 21; Freeport, August 3%; Joneshoro. Septem.
ber 15; Charleston, September 18; Galesburg, Oc-
tober 7; Quincy, October 13: Alton, October 15,
Douglas insisted on a schedule that gave him four
openings and closings and Lincoln only three. Lin-
coln agreed; he wanted a chance at the Demo-
crats, who wounld be sure to stuy to the end of at
lenst four of the debates.

Under these elrcumstanees and conditions, there-
fore, Lincoln’s question at Freeport put Douglas
on the horns of gn awkward dilemma. If he an-
swered “No" he would be golng back on his own
doctrine of “popular sovereignty”—which his
enemles called “pro-slavery” and consldered his
bid for Southern votes at such thme as It might
please him to run for president. If he sald “Yes,”
he would place himself on record as denying the
doctrine of the Dred Scott decislon that slaves
were property.

Linceln's reading of the situation was that
Douglas would not dare to say “No” and would
choose to say “Yes" And If he denled that slaves
were property and could be handled like any
other property he would antagonize the slavery in.
terests, volienate the Southern demoeracy and
make it possible for him to achleve the presidency,

Douglas said “Yes,"” as Lincoln had foreseen,

In the election for senator the Republican ticket
received 120,430 votes and the Democratic ticket
121,608, Dut by virtue of an unfuir legislative ap-
portionment the Democrats had 54 votes on joint
ballot in (he general assembly and the Republicans
46, So Douglas was re-elected zenator,

In the presidential election of 18G0 the South
turned agninst Douglas and the Democtatic party
was split In twe. Douglas was nominated by s
factlon of It. With Douglas of lllinois as the can-
didate of the Northern Democrats, the Republicans
were compelled to nominate a eandidate from Il
nois. The logic of the situation forced the noml-
pation of Linceln,

Douglas was defeated for the presidency as
Lincoln hud foreseen,

Out of Lincoln's election ecame the Civil War.

Out of the Civil War came Lincoln's Emancipa-
tion Proclamation, Thus Lincoln fulfilled his own
prophecy :

“‘A house divided against itself cannot stand.'
1 belleve this government cannot endure perma-
nently half-slave and half-free, I do not expect
the Unlon to be dissolved; I do not empect the
house to full; but I do expect it will cease to be
divided."”

And all this goes straight back to that question
asked by Abrabam Lincoln and answered by
Stephen A. Douglas August 27, 1858, st Free
port, Ll X

DAY SACRED TO
LOVE MISSIVES

turned with orders for §$5,000 worth
of valentinea! Her astonishment knew
no bounds, She quickly got together
some girl friends, taught them what
she knew about valentines and com-
menced & prosperous trade that was
to reach the one hundred thousand
dollar mark,

First Love Missives.

It was a Frenchman who first con-
ceived the Idea of composing valen-
tines in verse, Charies, Duke of Or-
leans, was taken prisoner by the Eng
lish at the battle of Agincourt, In 1415,
He was consigned to the Tower of
London, where he spent the next twen-
ty-filve years of his life. But the cold
walls of his dungeon could not com-
pletely dampen his sentimental da-
ture, and from his gloomy vault cathe
sunny little verses to the number of
sixty, which are still to be seen among
the royal papers in the stald old Brit-
ish museum. One of them reads:

Wilt thou be mine? Dear love, reply.
Bweetly consent or else deny,

Whisper softly, none shall know—
Wiilt thou be mine, love? Aye or no?

Bpite of fortuns we may be

Happy by one word from thee.

Life flies swiftly. Ere it go,

Wilt thou be mine, love Aye or not

England at once adopted the fad
which its royal prisoner had set, and
Valentine's day found the coaches
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T WA§ an enterprising young ed. Consequently one does not need to

who captured nl.g: search very fat to find allusions {6

trade for America. Her name was | Valentine’s day end the customary

Esther Bowhu.m;ndno- pranks that It involved In the England
Ing from Mount Holyoke seminary she | of the seventeenth century. -
resiled with her father, who was & | On February 14, 1667, the following
stationer In Worcester, Mass. In 1840 | entry is made in the diary:
the received from Hngland a manufac- “This morning came up to my wife's
tured valentine, the first she had ever | bedside (I being up dressing myself)
been, It interested her so much that | little Will Mercer to be her valen-
she decided to see whether she could | tine, and brought her name written
make some of thews valentines and | upon blue paper In gold letters, dons
fnd a sale for them. by himself, very pretty; and we were
She collected some lace paper, some | both well pleased with it. But I am
printed verses and sentimental plc- | also this year my wife's valentine,
tures, fixed up a few valentines and | and it will cost me five pounds; but
gave them to her brother, who was a | that 1 must have lald it out If we
travellng salesman for a grocery store. | had not been valentines.™
To her amazement her brother re- America’s Noted Valentine.
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Ing about him manifested itself In the
culmination of his romance. In her
“Reminiscences,” written In old age,
Mrs. Hancock (who was Miss Almira
Russell) tells of her strange wedding
and proves that, after all, the Amerk
can girl has determination to rise
above superstitions,

To start with, her wedding day was
one of the stormiest of the winter. It
hailed violently, thundered and blew
a perfect gale. During the ceremony,
which was held at her father's home
In St. Louls, the lights went out three
times and repeated the performance
at the wedding reception. The guests
were filled with terror for the young
bride who was begloning life under
such suggestively evil omens, And by
way of enhancing the evil Influences
that appeared to be abroad the crowd
outside the house got the word that
the bride was wearing a spun glass
dress, and thelr curlosity reached the
point of mob violence hefore the pollce
could beat them baeck to make room
for the passage of guests.

But the bride laughed In the face
of these witches' prands and lived to
share the honors that her husband's
career brought him,

more than usually laden with poetle
outpourings of lovers, friends and
even slight acquaintances,

Old Romance Recalled.

One of the most romantic histories
of Valentine children is that of Laly
SBarah Lennox, born on February 14,
1745. In fact, she apparently Inherited
a romantie temperament, for her own
story Is vsually prefaced with a aketch
of her parents’ romance—by way of
driving home the story’s admonition,
perhaps.

Her father's marriage was no more
nor less than a bargain to cancel a
gumbling debt between the couple's
parents. The young duke, then Lord
March, was brought home from col-

lege to wed the plain little girl-bride
Just out of nursery. At the conclusion
of the ceremony the Indignant bride-
groom fled to the continent with a
tutor In tow, where he spent three
years. On his return to London he
carefully avolded going home, where
he fancled a wrathful young woman
was walting to swoon at his arrival

Instead, he went stralght to the
theatre and saw there a very hand-
some lady. He cursed his luck, but had
breath left te ask who she might be.

And coldest
And boldest,

informed his friends, his utter as-

claimed his bride and, as It turned out,
was very happy to the end. Her love

“Lady March, the toast of the season,” | Ana meekent

St. Valentine’s Mission,

When winter's at his oldest

Then cometh good St. Valentine,
To show that love Is buraing
And sighing and

And breathe upon the

his tenderness divine,

“l "
wintry earth

to Then
tonishment. Then he blessed hig luck, | To show that love i rosy
as ooy,




